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HORICON I A community trying to
transform a nearly 135-year-old
church building into a museum annex
is closer to receiving a six-figure
saving grace.

.. | The town was given the grant award
== notice this fall for $100,000 through
the state Dormitory Authority’s
Municipal Facilities Capital Program with the help of the office of state Sen.
Elizabeth Little, R-Queensbury.

The award notice is the first in a multi-step process that has to be carried
through.

The Horicon Historical Society worked with town Supervisor Matt Simpson
to submit the required written response to the notice. The next steps include
discussion with state representatives before a “grant disbursement
agreement” — which would allow contracts to be awarded for the work —
can be issued.

“We’re excited about that. We're going to keep moving forward,” Simpson
said.

The Dormitory Authority is a public benefit corporation authorized to finance
and build higher education, health care, court and other public purpose
facilities.

The Horicon Historical Society hopes to use the church on Church Street to
display the overflow of centuries-old artifacts as an annex to the historical
society’s museum — a former 19th-century farmhouse — in Brant Lake, but
the building needs foundation repairs and other work before that can
happen.

Though the grant isn't final, the notice was an exciting step forward in the
effort that has been ongoing for four years.
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“We've been working on this since 2011. All the hard work that everybody
on the committee, the society and the town has done for this — it’s so
fulfilling now,” said Historical Society President Thomas Johansen, who also
cautioned that it is not final.

Through the summer festival Adirondack Shindig and other fundraising and
material donations, the historical society has raised about $50,000 to save
the structure, which stands in the hamlet of Adirondack.

Local officials had hoped work on the collapsing foundation could take place
before October, but the low bid on that work came in at $65,891, more than
they had on hand. Donovan said the contractor agreed to honor that price in
the spring.

“We're reasonably optimistic that the emergency repairs already made and
the winterization already done to the foundation will carry us through this
winter,” said John Donovan, a member of the 1881 Museum Committee of
the historical society.

“We’re deeply grateful,” Donovan said of the efforts of the Town Board, Little
and Warren County EDC President Ed Bartholomew. “At the appropriate
time we will find a way to express that gratitude.”

A current online campaign on the crowdsourcing website
AdirondackGives.org has raised $524 from seven backers, with a goal of
raising $2,000 by Dec. 10.

The second annual Adirondack Shindig raised about $3,200 for the project
this year and drew a couple hundred people. Last year, the daylong event in
Horicon raised about $2,000.

Donovan said they are hoping the work can be done in the spring. Replacing
the foundation is the first priority, then the roof work. If all goes as planned,
the annex may be open in 2016.

Donovan said they have about $38,000 in the bank now and $5,000 in
building materials donations. What's needed for all the construction work,
including the foundation, is about $147,000, he said.
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HORICON | An effort to save a 134-year-old church building in the hamlet of Adirondack has raised
about $50,000 in contributions and material donations toward work on the project.

But it's getting precariously close to judgment day for the former place of worship, as its collapsing
foundation may not weather another winter.

The Town of Horicon Historical Society is still $28,053 short of what it needs for an emergency foundation
project, which experts say should start by Oct. 1 to get the work done before the cold sets in. The low bid
on that was $65,891.

An online campaign was started on the crowdsourcing website AdirondackGives.org that has raised $250
from six backers, with a goal of $2,000 and only days left to reach it.

The second annual Adirondack Shindig raised about $3,200 for the project last month and drew a couple
hundred people. Last year, the daylong event in Horicon raised about $2,000.

“The Shindig was a really, really nice event,” said John Donovan, a member of the 1881 Museum
Committee of the Town of Horicon Historical Society. The event featured a live band, raffles, Adirondack
Shakespeare Company, food, exhibits and trained pigs, and the street was blocked off for dancing. Also,
there is now a permanent bocce ball court in town from this year's event.

“That's getting good use,” Donovan said.

The Town of Horicon Historical Society hopes to use the church on Church Street to display the overflow
of centuries-old artifacts as a museum annex to the historical society’'s museum in Brant Lake.
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It is also working on getting grant money through Sen. Elizabeth Little, R-Queenbury’s office, but that
request is still pending.

The project has raised $42,838 in contributions and building materials from businesses, with a net
$37,838 available for the foundation after expenses.

“We are hopeful, but patiently waiting,” Donovan said of state grant money. “Time is getting very short in
order to award the contract and have the contractor mobilize and have that done before winter.”

If they don’t get the funding, he said the church’s foundation has been temporary winterized with
emergency columns that would hopefully withstand the season.

So far, the whole church project has been supported by 350 individual donors, Donovan said.
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The following brief article is from this winter 2015 issue of the
Adirondack Architectural Heritage [AARCH] Newsletter ...

HORICON CHURCH REVITALIZATION

Efforts are underway to transform the 1881 throughout the region through promoting
Union Church in the town of Horiconinto a heritage tourism and local exploration.
museum facility, to serve as an annex for , Tax-deductible contributions for the 1881
the Horicon Historical Museum, located in Museum Project may be made to the
Brant Lake. The church, which stands in Horicon Historical Society, P.O. Box sz,
the hamlet of Adirondack along the Brant Lake, NY 12815,

eastern edge of Schroon Lake, requires a
variety of repairs to prepare it for this new
use. Emergency stabilization work was
completed recently to reinforce the
structure and the foundation before the
approaching winter, with full foundation
work, and work on the bell tower, roof, and
interior to begin this coming spring.
Inspiration for this project came from the
overall need, identified by Museum
Committee and community members, to
redirect attention to the hamlet, and to
small centers off-the-beaten path
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