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Group needs $95K for repairs 
+GROUP 

Continued from AI 

and use it as a museum 
annex. 

VVhentheyfirstopenedthe 
heavy wooden door, which 
still has the original deco
rative hinges and doorknob, 
the space was full of debris 
and the basement flooded 
with groundwater. Dono
van said a pastor lived in the 
small church and built a low
ered ceiling, which the group 
wants to remove to reveal the 
original rafters. 

Donovan said the original 
flat stone foundation stood 
the test of time because it 
was supported by earth, but 
the dirt was dug away from 
it to make more room in the 
basement, which led to its 
partial collapse. The town 
has since reconnected drain 
lines so the water drained 
out of the basement, and 
the debris was cleaned out 
of the building, allowing it 
to be used for garage sales to 
raise money toward fixing the 
building. 

The group also raised funds 
by sending out direct mail
ers and hosting, with the 
town's approval, the Ad
irondack Shindig in August, 
closing off Church Street 
for an old-fashioned block 
party that raised more than 
$2,000. 

"It's been identified that 
we need to work on our ham
lets to create what was here 
long ago:• said Town Super
visor Matt Simpson, who is 
in the second year of his first 
term. "We need to focus on 
all of our centers within our 
town!' 

With winter approaching, 
the Town of Horicon Histor
ical Society was able to take 
pivotal action with emer
gency foundation repair for a 
little more than $3,000. 

Now contractor Mike 
Hill is taking foundation el
evation laser readings on a 
biweekly basis to monitor 
changes in the church struc
ture elevation at no additional 
cost. 

"We had to put in emer
gency steel columns. We had 
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The Union Church, which was built in 1881, is seen Tuesday on Church Street in Adirondack. The 
Town of Horicon Historical Society is raising funds to repair the building a~_!! turn it into a historical 
museum. 
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MATT SIMPSON 
Horicon town supervisor, talking about revitalizing historical areas to 

increase tourism 

those put in as support. We 
measure every two weeks 
makesureeverythingisintact 
so were ready to go in spring 
with foundation work:' Don
ovansaid. 

The plan is to start con
struction in the spring, but 
they need an estimated 
$95,000 so there's i short
fall, which has led the group 
to seek out a grant with the 
help of Ed Bartholomew at 
EDC Warren County. 

"We'll be submitting 
an application within the 
next two weeks:' Simpson 
said. 

Full foundation work will 
cost an estimated $40,000. 
Work on the roof, bell tower 
and painting will take another 
$20,000. They also estimate 

an additional $35,000 will 
be needed to finish work on 
the interior of the building, 
which still has the original 
windows. 

In 1880, Adirondack 
was called Mill Brook, and 
its Methodist and Baptist 
residents began to work to
gether to build a place to 
worship. Seven families con
tributed the funds, material 
and labor to build the church 
on land donated by Benja
min T. Wells, who owned the 
tannery and general store. 
The next year, in 1881, Mill 
Brook's Union Church 
opened. In 1887, the congre
gations raised $83 to purchase 
the bell that still tolls in the 
church. 

In about three years, the 

historical society also gained 
the attention of businesses 
such as Curtis Lumber Co., 
84 Lumber Co. and Rucinski 
Hall Architects - to name a 
few- which have donated or 
provided services and mate
rials for the project at deep 
discounts. 

They are now going out to 
bid in early spring. 

Bed and breakfast owners 
wrote letters of support for 
the project's grant applica
tion, saying "they depend on 
tourists coming in for their 
economic vitality - they 
desperately want to see this 
church become a museum fa
cility because it will enhance 
their business. If this were just 
fixing up this building, it'd be 
one thing, but it's really part 
of the comprehensive plan for 
the town of Horicon:• Dono
van said. 

Tax-deductible contribu
tions for the 1881 Museum 
Project may be made to the 
Horicon Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 51, Brant Lake, NY 
12815. 

Follow Amanda May 
Metzger @AmandaWhistle 
and read her blog at www. 
poststar.com. 
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Boos and Bravos 
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Jolin G. Donovan points to an artifact Jan. 6 at the Union Church built In 1881 on Church Street Ia 
Adirondack. The Town of Horicon Historical Soc:ietr Is raising funds to repair the building and tum It 
lnt8 the future site of a hlstortcal museum annex. 

Horicon community to save church, Improve museum 
Bravos to those in the Horicon community who have steppedforward 

with donations - roughly $40,000 so far - toward saving Union Church, 
which was built in 1881. The community hopes to use the money to reha
bilitate the historic church and transform it into a musewn. The plan saves 
the historic church and allows for it to be. used in a practical way to benefit 
the community. 
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